
T010 ADULT TRAUMATIC PULSELESS ARREST 

Approved by Laramie Fire Department Medical Director March 1, 2024 
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General Trauma Care 

Protocol 

Are there obvious signs of death OR 

the presence of non-survivable injuries 

(See Below) 

Contact base for Field 

Pronouncement 

Consider MOI                        

(isolated GSW to head treated 

similar to blunt trauma 

Blunt Trauma Penetrating Trauma 

Signs of Life? (any of 
the following)  

• Spontaneous movement 
• Pulses  
• Breathing 
• Reactive pupils 

• Rapid transport 

• General trauma care 

• Initiate Basic Life Support 

• CPR with Ventilations 

• IV Access with NS Bolus en route 

• Consider Bilateral needle chest 

decompression 

• Control Exsanguinating Hemorrhage 

• Consider pelvic stabilization Non-survivable injuries 

• Decapitation 

• Massive burns without signs of life 

• Evidence of massive head or thoraco-
abdominal trauma 

• Decomposition 

• Dependent lividity or rigor mortis 

AEMT EMT 

EMT-P EMT-I 

Refer to Field 

Pronouncement 

YES  

• Consider Field Pronouncement if 

suspected arrest time > 10 minutes and 

no signs of life or no response to BLS care. 

• 2 IV's preferred, IV NS bolus 20 mL/kg up 
to 1 L 

• Consider IO if no ready peripheral IV 
access 

 

Exceptions to Traumatic Arrest Protocol: 

• Hypothermia  
• Drowning  
• Pregnant with estimated gestational age ≥20 weeks  
• Lightning strike or electrocution  
• Avalanche victim 


