B077 TRANSPORT OF THE HANDCUFFED PATIENT

Purpose:
1. Guideline for transport of patients in handcuffs placed by law enforcement
Guideline:

1. Handcuffs are only to be placed by law enforcement. EMS personnel are not permitted to
use handcuffs.

2. If the patient was placed in handcuffs by law enforcement due to agitation/combativeness,
altered mental status or a similar process, the patient should be evaluated for an underlying
life-threatening emergency.

3. Request that law enforcement remain with the patient in the ambulance, if possible. If not
possible, request that police ride behind ambulance so as to be readily available to
remove handcuffs if needed in an emergency situation to facilitate medical care of the
patient.

4. EMS personnel are not responsible for the law enforcement hold on these patients.

5. Handcuffs should only be removed for a medical emergency. EMS should assess the need
for ongoing physical restraint for patient or provider safety.

6. Handcuffed patients will not be placed in the prone position.

7. Handcuffs may be used with spinal immobilization. Medical priorities should take priority

in the positioning of the handcuffs.
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