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arly on in the U.S. COVID-19 pandemic there was the sudden
stockpiling of toilet paper. As supplies ran low or out, people
began replacing toilet paper with paper towels and baby wipes.
These items do not easily break down and are really not meant
to be flushed. Nationwide, wastewater treatment plants are being bombarded with disposable products that are marketed as
flushable. However, a large number of sewer clogs are caused
by a variety of disposable wipes being flushed down toilets. Disposable wipes are manufactured for many uses, most commonly
thought of are baby wipes, household cleaning wipes, and hand
wipes. During this pandemic, more people have been purchasing
and using disinfectant wipes to clean and disinfect their homes,
which have contributed to backups and clogged sewers as well. Movements to educate the public on what not
to flush down the toilet have long been around before COVID-19. However, this pandemic has exacerbated the
issue and has caused many groups to increase their efforts to inform the public about the serious repercussions
of flushing these items. The problem lies with the woven type of fiber that prevents the material from falling
apart in the sewer system. Once the wipes become lodged in a pipe or a pump, the plug continues to build.
These clogs are labor intensive to remove and can cause plumbing and equipment damage. Although these
products are labeled as flushable, the correct method of disposal is to place them in the trash can.
Wastewater treatment plants collect a variety of products that are flushed down the toilet that should go to the
trash, including:
* Feminine hygiene pads, wrappers, and applicators		
* Fish from aquariums
* Condoms								* Cat litter
* Razors and dental floss						
* Underwear
* Hair									* Toys
* Candy wrappers and potato chip bags
Questions can be directed to the Public Works Utility Division at 307-721-5280 or visit our webpage
at: https://www.cityoflaramie.org/346/Utility-Division.
Actual pictures of clogs cleared by City
of Laramie Public Works staff.

Article Submitted By:
Karla Adami, Industrial Pretreatment Coordinator

W YOM ING G A M E A N D F I S H D E PA RT M E N T R E MIN D
RE SIDE N TS TO AVO I D F E E D I N G D E E R AN D OT HE R
MA M M A LS D UR I N G W I N T E R M ON T H S
Ro bin Ke pp el, Infor ma tion Sp ec ia list
Wyom ing Gam e and Fish Dep a r tment, La ra mie Offic e

W

hen wildlife and humans live in the same place, there is potential for conflict. A number of
species have adapted to urban and suburban areas and can be quite common in residential
developments. As cities in Wyoming continue to grow, residential development around the periphery
impacts wildlife habitat and displaces animals. It also creates the potential for additional conflict. In
some cases, conflicts come from animals just trying to continue to live in the locations where these
developments are occurring. In other cases, residential development offers things that are attractive,
such as lush vegetation, unsecured garbage, denning and nesting sites, and domestic animals that
can be attractive prey. Although for the most part, wildlife and humans can coexist, conflicts do arise.
Wyoming residents are fortunate to live in such close proximity to wildlife, but along with that comes
the responsibility of learning how to properly coexist with them. Part of this responsibility includes
resisting the urge to “help” wildlife through the winter by feeding them. While feeding deer and
other wildlife during winter might seem like a good idea, feeding can cause serious problems for
these animals.

• Increases spread of diseases and parasites. Feeding wildlife can artificially congregate
groups of deer and other species at feeding sites, creating conditions ripe for the spread of
diseases and parasites. Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is present in a number of areas in
Wyoming and the infectious agent for the disease can remain in the environment for decades,
forming disease “hot spots.” Deer, elk, or moose that congregate at infected feeding sites are at
risk of contracting the disease, which is always ultimately fatal. “When wildlife are struggling
through winter on poor feed, their immune systems are weakened, allowing diseases and
parasites to take hold. All these factors add up to make winter survival nearly impossible,” says
Robin Kepple, information specialist for the Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s Laramie
office.

• Promotes starvation. Big game animals, such as mule deer and moose will readily eat hay or
other feed when offered. However, the micro-organisms in their stomachs that aid in digestion
are specialized to break down natural vegetation, primarily
woody plants. Mule deer, in particular, have a highly specialized
digestive system with specific bacteria in their stomach to aid
in digestion of natural vegetation. Frequently, they are unable
to properly digest artificial food sources, such as hay, birdseed,
fruit, grain or pellets and can oftentimes be found dead with a
stomach full of this undigested artificial food.

• Can bring about numerous conflict situations. Feeding
wildlife can also lead to a higher risk of damage to private
property, which can also create conflicts with neighbors.
Congregations of big game animals can lure large carnivores,
such as mountain lions, close to human dwellings and create
dangerous human-wildlife encounters. Deer near urban
centers are more likely to get into conflicts with pets and other
domestic animals. Feeding near cities and towns also brings
animals to areas where they are more likely to cross roadways,
which increases their risk of being struck by vehicles.

• Can change migration patterns. Large-scale feeding (like a feed ground) can change
migration patterns and encourage deer and other big game animals to remain on winter
ranges longer and migrate back earlier.
• Wild animals are generally very habitual. Once fed, they will often return the following
year with their offspring and others and will soon overwhelm the hobby feeder. Again, this
can lure in predators such as coyotes, mountain lions or domestic dogs, which are often
attracted to large groups of prey animals.

Wyoming residents who feed wildlife during winter certainly have good intentions, but it is
important to remember the unintended consequences and resist the urge to try to “help” wildlife by
feeding them. Several cities across Wyoming have adopted “no deer feeding” laws to help decrease
the negative impacts of congregating deer within city limits, including the City of Laramie.
City of Laramie Municipal Code 6.16.030 – Feeding Wildlife: It is a violation for
any person to intentionally feed wildlife, including pigeons but excluding songbirds
and tree squirrels, in such a manner as to result in congregations of such animals or
attraction of predators as defined by the Wyoming Game and Fish.
(Ord. No. 1612, 10-18-2011)

Artificial feeding includes allowing access to bird seed, pet food, vegetable gardens, household waste,
and even alfalfa hay. Many “town deer” look unhealthy and in need of better nutrition, but better
nutrition does not come in the form of artificial feeding. Lab reports show that feeding, whether
intentional or not, is often what triggers the decline in the health and eventual death of deer in and
around town.
“At best, feeding mule deer is only successful in making people who are compassionate about wildlife
feel better and at worst has detrimental effects on wildlife,” Kepple adds. Game and Fish asks the
public to report any deer, elk or moose that appear to be sick or not acting in a normal manner by
contacting the Laramie Game and Fish office immediately at (307) 745-4046.
Tips For Hanging Your Bird Feeder:
• Bring your feeders in every night before
sundown.

• Hang them out of reach, at least ten feet
off the ground and ten feet away from
anything wildlife can climb, including
deck posts and exterior stairs.
• Keep the area underneath feeders clear of
hulls and debris. Switching to a shelled or
pre-hulled bird seed, often sold as Porch
and Patio mix, makes that a lot easier.

Additional resources can be found on the Wyoming Game and Fish webpage:  https://wgfd.wyo.
gov/Habitat/Habitat-Information/Habitat-Extension-Bulletins

CITY OF LARAMIE PLANNING DIVISION EARNS HONORS FROM WYOPASS
By: Derek Teini, Planning Manager

s Planning Manager for the City of Laramie I am presented with many opportunities to work on great
A
projects for our community, but when I’m away from the office I serve as an elected board member for the
Wyoming Planning Association (WYOPASS). Established in 1971, this state-wide Planning organization provides
support to planners, laymen and elected officials with planning actives occurring in communities throughout
the state. Realizing the impact planning activities directly have on the physical, economic and social wellbeing of
communities, WYOPASS serves as a staunch advocate for planning efforts throughout the state.

Despite hardships faced by Wyoming communities throughout 2020, WYOPASS, as it does every year, continued
to celebrate successes within the Planning field throughout Wyoming. Annually, WYOPASS recognizes individuals
and projects through a formal awards process so these successes can be applauded in every Wyoming community.
Awards, such as Planner of the Year, New Professional Planner of the Year, Planning Project of the Year (both
for Rural and Urban Areas) and other awards are presented each year. For 2020, WYOPASS recognized two
award nominations in the Laramie community, including New Professional Planner of the Year Award recipient,
Associate Planner Matthew Cox, and the Pilot Hill Project received the Planning Project of the Year Award.
New Professional Planner of the Year: Associate Planner Matthew Cox is most deserving of this esteemed
recognition as New Professional Planner of the Year. Matthew began as an intern with the City of Laramie while
attending the University of Wyoming as an undergraduate. While with the City, Matthew exhibited a keen sense
of understanding in the planning field and, after catching the planning bug, Matthew continued his education and
attended graduate school in Cork, Ireland. Following his graduation in Ireland, he traversed the globe and held
jobs in Singapore and Philadelphia (PA) before being drawn back to Laramie, Wyoming for its western lifestyle
and vast outdoor opportunities. Matthew not only began his career in Laramie, but has also started leaving his
mark on the community. Aside from handling his day-to-day role as planner, Matthew excelled in areas that
gained him the well-deserved recognition as New Professional Planner. He has led efforts in several code changes
that allowed the City’s codes to remain current and beneficial to our community. Additionally, Matthew has hosted
public engagement efforts for the City on a wide range of topics, which is a key aspect in the planning process and
is not always an easy task. Matthew has not only shown that he can create ways to engage the public, which proved
to be especially difficult during COVID, but that he can also work under difficult and complicated situations that
can oftentimes prove to be difficult for new professionals. As much as I could go on about Matthew, I will instead
encourage you congratulate him on his commendation the next time you see him.
Planning Project of the Year: As many of you may know, the Pilot Hill project is a 7,000 acres open space
recreation and wildlife habitat preservation area plan adjacent to Laramie. This project received the best 2020
Planning Project of the Year Award by WYOPASS. Generally located east of Laramie, this area is now protected
and preserved for the long-term enjoyment for the community. The uniqueness of this project does not just lie in
the fact that a large amount of land has been opened to the public, recreation area has been secured, economic
development realized, and natural resources associated within the area such as the water and wildlife will be
protected, it also exemplifies what a successful planning project looks like and what it takes to make it succeed.
Although it may seem like this project came together overnight, the Pilot Hill concept is about 40+ years in the
making. For a number of years, the idea about protecting this area was considered by the City of Laramie, Albany
County and other agencies. A gradual planning effort, over several years and by many groups, is often what it
takes for a project like this to get off the ground. However, these efforts frequently do not reach fruition and may
not be as successful as the Pilot Hill Project.
This project brought together a wide range of partners who helped successfully plan for and preserve this important
area. With the City of Laramie, Albany County and the State of Wyoming acting as some of the larger entities,
the Laramie Rivers Conservation District, Wyoming Game & Fish Department, SE Group and Pilot Hill rounded
out this dynamic planning group. In addition to effective partnering, am effective planning process also requires
development of a plan and public participation.
Over a series of about two years, SE Group, a consulting service company that focuses on unique places that
support outdoor recreation, rural and small-town lifestyles and tourism, developed the Pilot Hill Plan. SE
Group documented planning constraints, management considerations, and shared how the developed plan will
help protect the aquifer and wildlife habitat. This plan also includes a trail design concept, phasing approach,
management vision, and strategies to facilitate implementation. Development of the plan, and much of the
direction, came from an extensive public outreach effort, which included surveys, public meetings, and onsite walking tours/listening sessions. The Land Use Plan created is a living document and will be modified and
updated regularly to ensure implementation is consistent with the project goals. It was the extensive and unique
public process, highly-detailed plan, and collaboration between a multitude of agencies that made this project
well-deserving of its nomination for WYOPASS Planning Project of the Year.

Who do I contact with questions on my City of Laramie utility bill?
For inquiries on your water consumption, current total, how to retrieve last year’s payment total for tax purposes,
or for general billing questions, please contact the Utility Billing office at 721-5324. You may call between 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or visit in-person between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. Customers
can also access all of the information listed above through an online portal by visiting: www.cityoflaramie.org/105/
Paying-Your-Utility-Bill. First time users will need their account number and cycle/route number, both of which can
be found on your City of Laramie utility bill. For your convenience, online accounts provide current balances, as well
as billing, payment, and consumption history.
My trash wasn’t picked up. Now what do I do?
Trash and recycling are picked up as early as 7:00 a.m. Please have your carts in their proper place for pickup
before this time. You can also look for a sticker affixed to your cart. This will inform you of any issues that need to be
corrected. If you still feel you were overlooked or have further questions contact the Solid Waste office at 721-5279.
What happens if a holiday falls on my regularly scheduled trash or recycling day?
Visit our website for our Collection Holiday Schedule and Landfill Holiday Closures. You can also
download our “Laramie Waste and Recycling” app to receive reminders about your pickup day, as
well as alerts for any modified schedules and other important notices.
New to Laramie? Moving into a new house or apartment?
Visit our website to find your trash/recycling days.
Wonder whether you should set your trash receptacle by the curb or in the alley? Or, if you have other
questions about your trash pickup?
Give us a call at 721-5279, we'd love to help! Don’t forget to download the free “Laramie Waste and Recycling” app
for reminders about your collection day. There's also a search function that can help you find out what is recyclable
and what is trash. Available on app stores and at: https://www.cityoflaramie.org/197/Solid-Waste.
Need to report a streetlight outage? Streetlight flickering on and off, or just not working?
Contact Public Works at 721-5230 or the Street Division at 721-5276. We'll be happy to fix the problem if the light is
owned by the City or we can submit a request with Rocky Mountain Power on your behalf if it is owned by RMP.
Want to report a crosswalk signal that's not operating correctly?
Call Public Works or the Street Division. We'll get someone right on it! We're here to help!
Do you suspect a water break? Do you see a rush of water running down your street?
Contact us immediately at 721-5280! Don’t wait!
Utility Division regular hours: 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday and 7:00 to 11:00
a.m. on Fridays
For after hours reports, contact Non-Emergency Dispatch at 721-2526 to reach our pager carrier.
Working on a home improvement project that could affect your water or sewer lines? Need to know where
your line meets the City main?
Contact Engineering at 721-5250 for questions or the Utility Division for a free locate at
721-5280.
Has our Wyoming wind blown tree branches down into the street?
Contact us at 721-5276! The City will come out to clear away branches and other debris that
have fallen directly in the street.
What method does the City use to plow the streets?
Visit our website here for snow removal information and the City of Laramie Snow Removal
Policy. https://www.cityoflaramie.org/278/Snow-Removal

Solid Waste Recycling and Disposal
City of Laramie Landfill Physical Address: 162 Roger Canyon Rd.
Landfill Hours: Monday through Sa turday 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Closed Sundays and Holidays.

The City of Laramie Solid Waste Division not only takes care of trash collection and disposal,
but also provides options for recycling and diverting material away from the landfill.
We operate a single stream recycling program that accepts a variety of items that do not require
sorting. Listed below are items that you can place in your blue- lidded cart, or you drop off in the
landfill recycling area:
• Plastics numbered 1 or 2 in the shape of a bottle or jug. This includes water bottles, milk
jugs, shampoo bottles, etc.
• Junk mail, magazines and catalogs, newspaper and office/school paper (NOT SHREDDED).
• Aluminum and tin cans, along with aluminum foil and pie plates/trays.
• Cardboard boxes cut down to 2’ by 2’.
• Aseptic cartons (juice and milk boxes)
• Clean food boxes and boxboard.
Please remember . . . DO NOT BAG your recycling, as it
will be treated as trash. Also, do not try recycling items
such as glass, yard waste, food waste, etc. in the recycling
cart. These items cannot be recycled and cause the proper
recyclables to become contaminated. If you have any
question about the recyclability of an item, treat it as
trash or utilize the “What goes where?” tool on the website
or app to confirm.
In addition to single stream recycling, the landfill accepts large metal items, green waste, electronic
waste, printer and toner cartridges, lead acid and some types of rechargeable batteries, tires,
fluorescent bulbs and household hazardous waste for recycling or diversion. Other recycling and
diversion options within Laramie include:
• Used cooking oil can be disposed of in the collection containers placed behind Mingles (3206
Grand Ave) and the Moose Lodge (409 S 3rd St).
• Used motor oil can be brought to the City Street Shop or participating auto parts stores.
• Clothing and other donation items can be brought to various secondhand stores.
• Prescription medicine should not be disposed of in the garbage. Please deposit your unused/
unwanted prescription medications into the lock box located in the Albany County Detention
Center lobby (420 E Ivinson Ave).
• Food waste processed in your sink garbage disposal system will end up in the composting
program. Be sure to follow the directions as provided by your disposer manufacturer.
• Fire extinguishers can be brought to Laramie Fire Extinguisher Services.
• Propane bottles larger than 1 lb. are accepted at Suburban Propane (1412 S 2nd St) and
AmeriGas (306 WY-230).
• Plastic grocery bags, Amazon mailers, bubble wrap, plastic film and similar types of plastic
wrap can be recycled at Walmart and Safeway. Designated collection boxes are placed near
the entrances.

Regarding plastic grocery bags, the City of Laramie encourages you to limit and responsibly
use these bags. Plastic grocery bags often end up as litter in and around Laramie. Not only is
this unsightly, but it causes environmental issues. Please consider recycling them at the store or
utilize any of the following tips:
• Reuse your bags as trash bags, to clean up after pets, wrap items for shipping in lieu of
packing peanuts, use as a lunch bag or reuse them as a grocery bag again.
• Take only what you need—try to avoid double bagging.
• If you dispose of them, be sure they are bagged up with the rest of the trash. Remember,
the City has a bagging ordinance—do not just throw loose items into your cart/dumpster.
(13.56.030 - Securing garbage, refuse and other materials.)
• Choose to use reusable bags instead of disposable shopping bags.
For more information about recycling and diversion, visit: www.cityoflarmie.org/solidwaste, download
our “Laramie Waste & Recycling” app, or call (307) 721-5279.
City Recycling Programs recycled and diverted over 4.9 million pounds of materials in
2020.
• 2.4 million pounds of single stream recycling was collected and sent to market.
• 2.1 million pounds of compost was picked up and used by residents, businesses and
City Departments.
• 94,000 pounds of tires were sent to a recycler.
• 24,000 pounds of electronic waste was sent to dismantlers for recycling.
• 48,400 pounds of mulch was given to the public free of charge.
• 278,000 pounds of scrap metal was sent to local recyclers.
• 8,800 pounds of car batteries and rechargeable batteries were sent to recyclers.

Be Prepared! Spring Storm Safety Tips!
Spring is just around the corner, which means severe weather can
arrive at a moment’s notice. Wind, rain, hail, tornadoes, and yes, the
occasional snow storm can pop up, so it’s always a good idea to be
prepared for whatever Mother Nature throws your way. Below are a
few indoor and outdoor safety tips to help keep you and your friends
and family safe during lightning storms.

Laramie City
Council

WARD 1
Brian Harrington| 272.9903
bharrington@cityoflaramie.org
Jessica Stalder | 460.1493
jstalder@cityoflaramie.org
Andrea "Andi" Summerville
399.0963
asummerville@cityoflaramie.org
WARD 2
Sharon Cumbie | 222.4749
sacumbie@cityoflaramie.org
Jayne Pearce, Vice-Mayor
314.2334
jpearce@cityoflaramie.org
Paul Weaver, Mayor/
President of Council | 742.2471
pweaver@cityoflaramie.org
WARD 3
Pat Gabriel | 399.2120
pgabriel@cityoflaramie.org
Erin O'Doherty | 399.1309
eodoherty@cityoflaramie.org
Bryan Shuster | 745.8828
bshuster@cityoflaramie.org

C ontacts

For more information and other safety tips on severe weather
preparedness, visit: https://www.ready.gov/severe-weather

Emergency........................................ 911
Dispatch–non-emergency........ 721.2526
INFORMATION..................... 721.5200
Animal Control....................... 721.5385
Accounting.............................. 721.5224
City Clerk............................... 721.5220
City Manager's Office.............. 721.5226
City Attorney.......................... 721.5321
Code Administration............... 721.5274
Engineering............................. 721.5250
Greenhill Cemetery................. 721.5267
Fire Administration................. 721.5332
Human Resources.................... 721.5247
Municipal Court..................... 721.5205
Parks and Recreation............... 721.5269
Planning................................. 721.5207
Police Administration.............. 721.3547
Solid Waste.............................. 721.5279
Streets..................................... 721.5277
Utility Billing.......................... 721.5222
Water and Sewer...................... 721.5280
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