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On October 2, 2008, the 110th Congress of the United States of America passed House Concurrent Resolution
378, designating September 6th as Louisa Swain Day. This year marked the 150th Anniversary Celebration
of Louisa Swain’s Historic First Vote in Laramie.
On Sunday, September 6, 2020, approximately 150 people attended the 150th anniversary celebration of
Louisa Swain’s historic first vote, which was held in downtown Laramie at the Wyoming Women’s History
House. Participants in the ceremony included Executive Director of The Louisa Swain Foundation Weldon
Tuck, Diana Enzi, and former Wyoming Congresswoman Cynthia Lummis.
Debby Hunkins portrayed Louisa Swain casting her historic vote. Local Laramie residents Mary Mountain,
Wendy King, Judy Knight, and Bonnie Robertson accompanied Ms. Hunkins to the ballot box to serve
as symbols of the 191 other Laramie women who followed Louisa Swain to the polls to cast their votes on
September 6, 1870.
The American Trucking Association partnered with the Louisa Swain Foundation and the Wyoming Office on
Tourism for this momentous occasion by organizing a Louisa Swain Convoy to help remember and honor her
legacy. On August 31st, four female professional truck drivers led the convoy, which began its journey in front
of the nation’s capital in Washington, D.C. After arriving into Laramie with the Louisa Swain promotional
tractor-trailer, the drivers received recognition at the September 6th program for their decision to pursue a
career in a traditionally male-dominated field.
The 150th anniversary celebration brought the city of Laramie much publicity, including a mention on FOX
News and other national publications.
Laramie Makes World History:
On December 10, 1869, Wyoming Territorial legislature passed, and Governor John A. Campbell signed in to
law, a measure stating, “That every woman at the age of twenty-one years residing in this territory, may, at
every election, to beholden under the law thereof, cast her vote.” Following this momentous act, and 50 years
before the passage of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, on the morning of September 6, 1870,
Louisa Gardner Swain made world history when she became the first woman in the nation and the world to
cast a ballot under democratically enacted laws granting women equal political rights with men. Her historic
ballot was cast just one block from the site of the Wyoming House For Historic Women, located at 317 S 2nd
Street in Laramie, WY.

The casting of her historic ballot caused the Laramie Daily Sentinel to editorialize, "It is comforting to note
that our first woman voter was really a lady . . . of the highest social standing in the community, universally
beloved and respected. The scene was in the highest degree interesting and impressive. There was too
much good sense in our community for any jeers or sneers to be seen on such an occasion." This vote was
inspirational to the women’s suffrage movement and the cause of civil rights.
Although Congress threatened to withhold Wyoming’s statehood in 1890 because its state constitution ratified
this suffrage right under Wyoming State constitution Article 6, section 1, Wyoming territorial legislators
fought back. They sent a telegram stating the Wyoming territory would remain out of the Union for 100 years
rather than join without women’s suffrage. On July 10, 1890, President Benjamin Harrison signed into law a
bill admitting Wyoming into the Union, as well as recognizing it as the nation’s “Equality State.”
More Information About Louisa Swain:
Louisa Swain was born in Norfolk, Virginia in 1800. She was raised in the Quaker faith, was married and
the mother of three children. A few years after casting her historic ballot she and her husband moved to
Maryland to live with their daughter. It was in Baltimore that Louisa Swain died in 1878 and she is buried in
the Friends Burying Grounds on the Old Harford Road in Baltimore.
The Wyoming Women's History House has three flags that fly from the front of the building. Each flag
signifies a state of importance in the life of Louisa Swain. Virginia for the state of her birth. Wyoming for the
state of her historic ballot. Maryland for the state of her death.
About The Louisa Swain Foundation:
The Louisa Swain Foundation is dedicated to preserving and celebrating the heritage and history of the
world’s first democratically cast electoral ballot by a woman, Louisa Swain, on September 6, 1870. The
foundation is also dedicated to fostering education in the areas of democracy, human rights and suffrage.
The Foundation will recognize those who, through their actions or accomplishments, display the qualities of
community, courage and strength of character as exhibited by Louisa Swain when she cast her historic ballot.
These concepts and qualities are exemplified in the history of Louisa Swain and three other Wyoming women
who made world history in 1870. It was in that year in Wyoming when, in addition to Louisa Swain’s historic
vote, the first woman served on a jury (Eliza Stewart), the first woman served as a bailiff (Martha Symons
Boies), and the first woman served in a judicial position (Esther Hobart Morris).
To memorialize the significance of these world firsts, the Louisa Swain Foundation constructed The Wyoming
House for Historic Women. This memorial displays the history of these women with galleries for the
recognition of others who have been honored for historically
achievements.
The Louisa Swain Foundation was established in 2001
(as the Laramie Foundation) and is governed by a Board
of Directors composed of members from throughout the
nation.
The Louisa Swain Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization
supported by tax deductible contributions of donors who
recognize the need to promote and preserve the concepts
of democracy, human rights, suffrage, justice, community,
courage and strength of character.
Contributions are greatly appreciated and fully tax
deductible. They may be sent and made payable to: The
Louisa Swain Foundation, PO Box 1960, Laramie, WY,
82073. For further information on how to contribute,
contact Executive Director Weldon Tuck at wtuck@vcn.
com.

Innovative Storm Water Filtration System Installed
in the City of Laramie
Recently, the City of Laramie installed a new storm water filtration system at two locations
in downtown Laramie. This trial program is intended to improve the quality of storm water
discharged from the community to the environment and to Laramie River downstream users.
The City of Laramie already uses significant resources and various tactics to improve storm
water quality, including frequent street sweeping in the downtown area and other parts of the
city and use of vortex debris separators. Gutter BinsTM is a new filtration system developed
and manufactured by a Wyoming-based company in Casper called Frog Creek Partners. These
Gutter BinsTM replace current storm drainage grates and catch debris before it can enter into
the Laramie River.
The City first heard of this storm sewer filtration system in the fall of 2017 during a presentation
made by Frog Creek Partners to the Laramie Engineering Club. After Frog Creek Partners
introduced their product in Laramie, they continued to present and advertise, not only in
Wyoming but nation-wide. By fall of 2019, City staff felt that the product had been developed
and tested well enough to begin a pilot program in Laramie’s downtown area.
The trial program officially started spring 2020 at the intersections of 1st & Ivinson and 2nd
& Grand. Gutter BinsTM have two very noticeable characteristics that are easily recognized
as you pass by. First, there is a fish in the center to help remind Laramie community members
and visitors that storm water and debris caught up during a storm is released directly into the
Laramie River. Any debris or contaminates that make it into the river through our storm water
system can negatively affect our fish and wildlife, as well as downstream communities connected
to the Laramie River. Second, the Gutter BinTM system sports the bright colors of Laramie Main
Street and the City of Laramie to bring attention to storm water and to remind the community
that when we work together, we can be better environmental stewards.

Laramie Public Art Coalition Brings Public Health Messaging
at the Hollyhock Commons
This summer the Laramie Public Art Coalition used art to address different components of the COVID-19
safe practices in conjunction with the Hollyhock Commons located at the corner of 2nd and Custer Streets.
With funding provided by Blue Federal Credit Union, posters created by six local artists adorned the
Hollyhock Commons encouraging users to practice social distancing, wear face coverings and to sanitize
often. The six featured artists included: Favian Hernandez, Meg Thompson-Stanton, Conor Mullen, Emma
Adams, Jennifer Power and Lindsay Stoffers. “We are thrilled with the posters. Laramie’s public art plan
encourages the Laramie Public Art Coalition to make the ‘mundane magical’ and the posters did just that!
The posters reinforced the critical public health messaging in a light-hearted and fun manner and in doing
so, brought a little magic and beauty at a time when it was greatly need,” says City Manager Janine Jordan.
Other businesses, partner agencies and City divisions contributed to the development of the Hollyhock
Commons, including the Laramie Main Street Alliance, Trihydro, Roots out West Real Estate/Pischiotti
Law, Centennial Woods, Windmill Hill Greenhouse, Bloedorn Lumber Co., and the City of Laramie Parks,
Facilities, Recreation, Streets, Solid Waste and Public Works Divisions. The Hollyhock Commons was
designed to provide a safe environment for residents and visitors to enjoy Laramie’s downtown.
We hope you enjoyed the artwork, flowers, and availability of the Hollyhock Commons and look forward
to similar applications in the future.

KEEP BICYCLISTS AND CHILDREN SAFE
Wyoming Road Work Guide, Vol. 2, No. 3 (WYDOT)

otorists can do their part in helping to keep bicyclists and
M
children safe by sharing the road and not leaving children
unattended in hot vehicles.
Now that the school year is in full swing, there will be more
bicyclists on the road and people traveling with children and
pets. Motorists should share the road to keep everyone safe and
should check to make sure that children and pets aren’t left in
hot vehicles.
Over a five-year period from 2015 through 2019, Wyoming has
averaged about 64 bicyclist crashes, information from WYDOT’s
Highway Safety Office indicated. When looking at those years,
2018 had the lowest number of crashes at 48 and 2015 had the
highest at 89.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Association (NHTSA) indicated that a bicyclist is most likely to
be killed or injured during a collision. Both motorists and bicyclists should be on the lookout for each
other.
NHTSA offers several tips for drivers to help keep bicyclists safe. They include looking for bicyclists
everywhere, yielding to bicyclists, searching their surroundings when backing out of a parking spot,
looking to the right before making a right-hand turn, obeying the speed limit and giving bicyclists
room.
To stay safe, bicyclists can wear protective and reflective equipment, drive in the same direction as
traffic, obey street signs and signals, assume the other driver doesn’t see them and not ride distracted.
Besides bicyclists, motorists with children should be extra vigilant when leaving their vehicles so they
don’t leave anyone in the car.
During warm and hot days, heatstroke can happen to children
and pets left in vehicles. NHTSA indicated that heatstroke is
the number one cause of death for children left unattended in
vehicles.
NHTSA also indicated that between 1998-2019, 849 children
died due to vehicle heatstroke. Of that number, about 54 percent
or 429 children were forgotten by a caregiver.
To ensure parents don’t unintentionally leave their children in
their vehicles, they can put a reminder in the backseat such as a
purse, phone or other important item. Another way to ensure a
motorist doesn’t leave a child in a vehicle is to use a teddy bear.
Motorists can place the teddy bear in the child’s car seat when
the child is not in the vehicle and then put it in the front seat
when the child is in the vehicle.
Pets are at risk, too. The American Veterinary Medical Association
indicated that leaving a window rolled down a few inches will
not prevent a pet from succumbing to heatstroke. Instead, the
association recommends leaving the pet at home.

Due to COVID-19 and limited City staff availability, the Municipal Court Counter is currently closed to
walk-up services. Please refer to the information below on ways to make payments for citations and municipal
services/utility billing, and to purchase a residential parking permit.
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Municipal Court
Typically, citations issued by the Laramie Police Department or the University of
Wyoming Police Department will be issued to Municipal Court. Municipal Court
is located in City Hall (406 East Ivinson Avenue). Please call 307-721-5205 or
email municourt@cityoflaramie.org
Acceptable forms of payment include cash, check, and/or debit/credit card, which is assessed
a $2 convenience fee. Fines can also be paid by the following methods:
• Via U.S. Mail to P.O. Box C, Laramie, WY 82073. Please mail payment with identifying
information, such as citation number, license plate number, name, or case number.
• Online payments options are also available by visiting www.cityoflaramie.org/
CourtPayments. For this option you will need your citation number, court date, and
payment amount. Service fees apply for this payment option.
• Over the phone payments can be made toll free 24/7 at 1-888-670-5288, again please
have ready your citation number, court date, and payment amount. Service fees will apply
For additional questions, please contact the Municipal Court at 307-721-5205—option 1, by
email at municourt@cityoflaramie.org, or by visiting www.cityoflaramie.org/911/faq.

If your ticket is a “must
appear,” we are holding
court via ZOOM on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 9:00 AM.
Please email the court at
municourt@cityoflaramie.org
and request to set up a zoom
meeting.
Please sign the statement of
rights correlated with your
offense(s) and return them to the
court drop box.
The court will not set you for
an arraignment unless we have
those signed and returned.
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Residential Parking Permits:
Please visit www.cityoflaramie.org/parkingpermits to get more information on
parking permits and apply online.
Residential parking permit customers are able to click on the link to apply for
residential parking permits with qualifying information. Customers will be
requested to provide proof of address and vehicle identification information,
which can be uploaded into the portal along with their application or their
permanent permit number to obtain guest parking passes. Upon receipt, staff
will verify the information and ascertain the address is within the parking permit
district. Communication between the City and customers will be conducted via
email from “City of Laramie <notify@mygov.us>.” After approval, an email will
be sent to the applicant requesting payment. Following receipt of payment, City
staff will send the permit out via U.S. Mail or coordinate with customers to pick up
their permits at City Hall (406 Ivinson Ave).
Questions/concerns may be address to the City of Laramie Municipal Billing
Division at 307-721-5222 or 307-721-5324.

Utility Billing
Paying your City of Laramie utility bill is convenient, easy and free of additional
fees. Payment options include:
• Via U.S. Mail to P.O. Box C, Laramie, WY 82073. Please provide utility bill stub or
identifying information, such as address of service or account number with your payment.
• Online payments can be made through the Click2Gov system, which is accessible 24/7
at www.cityoflaramie.org/c2g. You will need your City of Laramie utility bill, as it contains
pertinent information necessary for payment. If you are a tenant wanting to pay your bill
online, please utilize the “One Time Payment” option on the left-hand side.
• Phone payments can be made toll-free, 24/7 via the Selectron system at 855-276-8970.
Please have your City of Laramie account number available for payment access.
• If you are the property owner, you could setup automatic withdrawals. Automatic
payments can be setup through your online account or in person at City Hall during hours
of operation. Online autopay is via debit/credit card only. In person setup of ACH requires
a voided check for verification purposes.
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W hat is W ildland U rban I nterface (WUI)?

UI refers to the zone of transition between unoccupied land and human development. It is the line,
area, or zone, where structures and other human development meet or intermingle with undeveloped
wildland or vegetative fuels. Communities adjacent to and surrounded by wildland are at varying degrees of
risk from wildfires.

The effects of wildland fire on communities have become more intense, frequent, and far-reaching. Increased
development in the wildland urban interface means higher wildfire risk and more suppression needs, costing
billions every year in the U.S. A comprehensive approach to preparedness and mitigation is an effective way
to address increasing suppression costs and reduce risk to communities. Mitigation happens at all levels –
local, state, tribal, and federal. A combined approach helps achieve fire adapted communities. Individuals,
communities, and organizations working together to share and leverage resources and build partnerships are
the keys to success.
Mitigation is the effort to reduce loss of life and property by lessening the potential impact of disasters.

Undertaking wildfire mitigation in the WUI can reduce or eliminate the risk of damages caused by wildfire to
the human environment (homes, neighborhoods, communities).

These actions offer multiple benefits including:
• Contributing to firefighter and public safety by reducing fuels and lessening the risk of structures igniting.
• Creating communities that are more resilient by reducing loss of life and property damage.
• Allowing individuals and communities to minimize post-disaster disruptions and recover more rapidly.
• Lessening the financial impact on individuals, communities, and society.
• In many cases, mitigation work also enhances other important values such as ecological benefits and
aesthetics.

Basic Components of WUI Mitigation
The National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) definition of fire adapted community (FAC) is, “A human
community consisting of informed and prepared citizens collaboratively planning and taking action to safely
coexist with wildland fire.” More fully, a FAC is a knowledgeable, engaged community where actions of residents
and agencies in relation to infrastructure, buildings, landscaping, and the surrounding ecosystem lessen the
need for extensive protection actions and enable the community to safely accept fire as part of the surrounding
landscape. A successful FAC approach has the potential to save lives, homes and communities, and millions of
dollars in suppression costs annually and allowing beneficial ecological processes of fire to take place.
Major elements of a FAC include:
• Community Wildfire Protection Plan or an equivalent plan that helps the larger community identify key
values and ways to mitigate fire risk.
• Ignition-resistant homes, building materials, and landscapes.
• Local responder understanding of the complexities of preparing for and dealing with wildfire.
• Fuels treatments on public and private lands in and around communities to reduce hazardous fuels and
create fuelbreaks.
• Science and research to help inform decision making.
• Codes, covenants, and ordinances to foster development in the WUI that minimizes fire
risk.
• Cooperation and collaboration between jurisdictional authorities.
• Evacuation planning.
For more information on wildfire prevention and preparedness, go to: https://www.
fireadapted.org for more information.

Homeowner Wildfire Mitigation
Homeowners can undertake several mitigation measures that can
decrease the potential destructive effects a wildfire might have on
their property. Some measures are designed to modify the vegetation
surrounding a structure to decrease potential ignition sources. Others
focus on modifying the construction of a structure itself to make the
structure more resistant to ignition. To reduce the risk for the long-term,
actions need to be maintained over time. Common practices include:
• Managing vegetation near the home by reducing, maintaining, and/
or replacing with ignition resistant components (such as decorative
stone at the base of a structure). Greater efforts are needed within
close proximity of the structure and gradually decreasing efforts
beyond that. For appropriate distances, contact your local state
forestry or fire department.
• Removing leaves, needles, and other organic debris from decks,
roofs, and near the base of exterior walls.
• Increasing ignition resistance of structures by actions such as
using ignition-resistant roofing and protecting exterior openings of
structures from ember entrance by covering with noncombustible
wire mesh screening (attic vents, eaves/soffits, crawl spaces, etc.)
• Removing combustible materials from around structures and
beneath decks. Locating firewood, fuel tanks, and LPG tanks at a safe
distance from structures.

Hazard Mitigation Assistance
The Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration (FIMA)
administers FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) programs.
Funding is available to mitigate at-risk structures and associated loss
of life from the threat of future wildfire through creation of defensible
space, application of ignition-resistant construction, and hazardous
fuels reduction. Wildfire mitigation projects can be funded under
both the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) and PreDisaster
Mitigation (PDM) programs. Further information on the programs and
eligibility requirements can be found at https://www.fema.gov/, search
“HMGP” or “PDM.”
Information specific to wildfire mitigation projects can be found on
page 31 of the Guidance Addendum: https://www.fema.gov/, search
“guidance addendum”.

Laramie City
Council
Ward 1
Charles McKinney | 742.0707
cmckinney@cityoflaramie.org
Brian Harrington| 272.9903
bharrington@cityoflaramie.org
Jessica Stalder | 460.1493
jstalder@cityoflaramie.org
Ward 2
Jayne Pearce | 314.2334
jpearce@cityoflaramie.org
Joe Shumway, Mayor/
President of Council | 742.9951
jshumway@cityoflaramie.org
Paul Weaver | 760.3116
pweaver@cityoflaramie.org
Ward 3
Erin O'Doherty | 399.1309
eodoherty@cityoflaramie.org
Bryan Shuster | 745.8828
bshuster@cityoflaramie.org
Pat Gabriel, Vice-Mayor
399.2120
pgabriel@cityoflaramie.org

C ontacts
Emergency........................................ 911
Dispatch–non-emergency........ 721.2526
INFORMATION..................... 721.5200
Animal Control....................... 721.5385
Accounting.............................. 721.5224
City Clerk............................... 721.5220
City Manager's Office.............. 721.5226
City Attorney.......................... 721.5321
Code Administration............... 721.5274
Engineering............................. 721.5250
Greenhill Cemetery................. 721.5267
Fire Administration................. 721.5332
Human Resources.................... 721.5247
Municipal Court..................... 721.5205
Parks and Recreation............... 721.5269
Planning................................. 721.5207
Police Administration.............. 721.3547
Solid Waste.............................. 721.5279
Streets..................................... 721.5277
Utility Billing.......................... 721.5222
Water and Sewer...................... 721.5280
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