City of Laramie | Community Newsletter | September 2018 | Vol. 5 No. 3

Understanding “Wheel Estate”
Have you thought about joining the tiny house craze? Do you want to live in a shipping container or just use one as
a storage shed? Or, do you have questions on mobile and/or manufactured homes? Before acting on these ideas, be
sure to check with the City before wheeling any of these onto your property!
Tiny Houses: Tiny houses have become very popular in modern urban culture. However, have you noticed that
outside of Portland, OR, most of these tiny homes are appearing in the “back forty” of rural agricultural
lots? There’s a reason why. Most cities in the United States, including Laramie, use national building
codes that establish minimum standards for residential dwellings. These building codes have basic
requirements for residential dwellings that include, but are not limited to, a minimum bedroom size,
required kitchen, bathroom, installation on a foundation, and connection to city water and sewer
services. Most tiny houses do not meet the safety standards set forth in the building codes, and are
not allowed in most U.S. cities without significant design modifications. Tiny houses, as depicted
on television, are considered recreational vehicles and may only be used for 14 days in Laramie
residential zone districts, or can be used for longer periods of time in recreational vehicle parks and
manufactured home communities subject to specific criteria.
Pre-1976 Mobile Homes: Mobile homes constructed prior to June 15, 1976 are prohibited from being moved within
the city limits or brought into the city. Prior that date, no standardized inspection program existed for manufactured
homes and these older manufactured homes were built in factories to unknown safety standards.
Manufactured homes constructed after June 15, 1976 were constructed in accordance with the National Manufactured
Home Construction and Safety Standards Act. These newer homes were built according to safety standards adopted by
the federal government and factories were, and still are, inspected by federal officers during manufacturing to ensure
compliance with applicable regulations. Post-1976 homes are referred to as HUD-compliant manufactured homes and
feature a certification label, commonly referred to as a HUD tag, affixed to the exterior of the unit and, based on the age,
have expected construction standards.
In 1989, regulations prohibiting the relocation or installation of non-HUD-compliant manufactured homes first came
into effect in Laramie. If your non-HUD-compliant manufactured home has been in place since then, it is considered a
nonconforming use and may continue to be used as a dwelling in its current location. The City has no prohibitions on
the sale or rental of these units, just a prohibition on relocation or installation within city limits.
Shipping Container Houses: Converting shipping containers into homes is another housing fad seen in recent
years. Just like tiny homes, shipping container homes would have to comply with the adopted building codes and
City ordinances. Ultimately, shipping containers cannot be used as permanent dwellings without dramatic renovations.
Shipping Containers for Storage: Since shipping containers aren't likely to be a practical
option for housing, might they be used as an on-site shed or storage building? Shipping containers
are considered temporary uses and are allowed on a property for up to three months with some
safety requirements. These may not be placed in any required setback area, fire lane, parking
space, or drive aisle. This three-month time limit applies to residential, commercial, and industrial
properties. Containers in place beyond the three-month limit could result in a zoning violation and
fines.
A Change on the Horizon? Recently, with the 2018 edition of the International Residential Code (IRC), an appendix
has been included (Appendix Q) specifically for tiny houses. Every few years the City is required by the State of
Wyoming to adopt revised building codes. The City may choose to adopt codes in whole, or exclude certain sections.
In the upcoming year, the City Council will discuss what elements they wish to adopt and determine whether they will
choose to adopt Appendix Q, which provides supplemental standards for tiny houses. In addition, the City is currently
reviewing proposed changes to Chapter 15 of the Laramie Municipal Code regarding the use of shipping containers as
permitted accessory uses in business, commercial, and industrial zone districts.
If you have questions regarding the placement of any of these structures that commonly arrive on
wheels, please contact the Planning Division at 721-5207 or email planning@cityoflaramie.org.

C I T Y S E RV I C E S F O R
YOUR CONVENIENCE!
Both newcomers and long-term residents can use many of
the services offered by the City of Laramie. Listed below is a
compiled list of available services—many of which are online
to help save you time and energy!
Laramie-Albany Countywide Alerts (ACA): Register for
this program to receive notifications of natural or
man-made emergency events. Alerts can be sent via
land-line or cell phone, text message, or email. The
ACA system gives City and Albany County officials
the ability to deliver pre-recorded emergency
telephone notification/informational messages to
targeted areas, or to the entire city and county. Sign-up for
ACA notifications at: www.albanycountywidealerts.org
City of Laramie Animal Control: Per Municipal Code, all
dogs, cats, and ferrets residing within Laramie city limits must
be licensed. With proper proof of rabies vaccinations, licenses
can be purchased at the Laramie Animal Shelter, City Hall, and
all Laramie veterinary hospitals. Visit: https://www.adoptapet.
com/laramie-animal-shelter/
Residential Parking Permits: When parking near UW,
be sure to watch for "City Permit Parking Only" signs. The
City allows residential parking districts to be formed in three
sectors near the UW campus. To purchase a parking permit,
you must live within one of these sectors at an address within
an established full- or partial-block district. Permits cost just
$12 annually per vehicle and are valid September 1st through
August 31st. Proof of residence and vehicle information is
required when registering. Qualifying permit holders may also
purchase guest passes for $1 per pack of 6,
which are valid for one-day visitors or service
providers. Long-term service providers may
obtain special temporary permits from the
City Manager’s Office. Parking a vehicle
without a proper permit can result in a $50
citation per violation. Permits are sold at City
Hall, 406 Ivinson Street. For additional information or
to obtain an application, visit: https://www.cityoflaramie.
org/913/Obtain-a-Parking-Permit
Municipal Court: Pay your citations 24/7 online with your
credit or debit card! Or, if you don’t have access to email, you may
pay your citation or parking ticket by calling 1.888.670.5288.
Citations requiring a court appearance may NOT be paid online
and require action on or prior to the court date noted on your
citation. Visit: www.cityoflaramie.org/CourtPayments
Utility Billing: Bill payment options and access to past water
consumption history is available online through Click2Gov, a
program that allows customers access to their municipal services
utility account 24/7. This service is for primary-owners-ofrecord of residential and commercial properties.
Click2Gov offers automatic payment features,
or single-payments, with credit or debit cards.
Customers may also call 1.855.276.8970 (toll-free)
for City utility automated payment by debit or
credit cards through a secure system. Automatic
withdrawal from checking and debit accounts is
also an option for utility bill payment for primaryowners-of-record of residential and commercial properties.
Stop into City Hall with your bank account information and a
voided check to register for this service. The City Hall Utility
Billing and Customer Service counter is open Monday through
Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

For more information please call 307.721.5200
or visit: www.cityoflaramie.org/c2g

Engineering Permit
Requirements
		The City of Laramie encourages citizens
		
to take advantage of the mild seasonal
		
weather to make home improvements.
Here are some of the most common permits you might
need to finish your project:

Concrete Permit ($0.00):
Required whenever
concrete work is being performed within the City of
Laramie right-of-way. This permit allows the Public
Works Inspector to ensure all concrete forms and work
are conducted in accordance with established standards.
Driveway Access Permit ($35.00): New private
driveways accessing the City need to be permitted by the
City Engineer. Potential new driveways are reviewed for
safety; including proper spacing from adjacent driveways
and/or intersections, and Clear Vision Zones.
Excavation Permit ($105.00):
Only licensed
contractors may be permitted to conduct excavation work
within the City of Laramie, which must be done according
to established standards and specifications.
Grading Plan ($500.00): A grading plan is required
for all construction grading that does not meet one of the
following exceptions.
1. Agricultural cropping and environmental land
management activities, excluding pre-construction
or construction activities;
2. Maintenance and repair of any storm water facility,
utilities, irrigation ditch, watercourse, or related
practice deemed necessary by the City Engineer;
3. Emergency repairs to streets, utilities, and other
similar facilities deemed necessary by the City
Engineer; and
4. Activities on areas less than a 1⁄2 acre, unless
otherwise required by Municipal Code.
Right-of-Way Obstruction Permit ($35.00): A
right-of-way obstruction permit is required when utilizing
municipal rights-of-way to stockpile material, stage
equipment or park a dumpster. This includes activities
blocking an alley, sidewalk or parking lane.
Street Closure Permit ($35.00): When construction
activities require a roadway to be closed, a street closure
permit is needed. These permits are reviewed to maintain
safety for the traveling public and ensure adequate
detour routes are provided. Street closure information is
provided to all emergency personnel as well.
Permit applications are available at the Office of the City
Engineering Division, located at 405 Grand Avenue, or
on our web page at: www.cityoflaramie.org/engineering.
If you have questions or would like additional information,
please contact the Engineering Division at 307-721-5250.

Preparing Your Trees for Winter
Browning of the inner needles, closer to the tree trunk, is
normal in late summer through fall on conifer evergreens
(pine, spruce, Douglas-fir and fir).

Keep your trees well-watered by using a deep-root watering
tool (see example) attached to a garden hose or use your
sprinkler system to apply an inch of water—or until the
water begins to runoff the site. Apply water near the trunk
to beyond the dripline. Repeat the application of an inch of
water once a week through mid-September. If it is a dry winter,
continue to water trees (especially evergreen trees) on warm
days at least once a month if the water will somewhat soak
into the ground.

Deep-root watering tool
(example only)

Apply coarse textured mulch around the base of the trunk (but not touching the trunk) at least three
to four inches deep in as large an area as possible. The mulch can be wood or bark chips measuring
one to three inches in size, shredded bark, or rock larger than one inch in size.

Wrap or shade the trunks of young and thin-barked trees after the leaves have fallen off. Remove trunk
wrap paper or trunk shade after leaf-out next spring. There is no need to wrap the trunks of aspen
trees or evergreen conifers.

Young evergreen trees and shrubs may survive the winter better with a sprayed-on anti-transpirant or
anti-desiccant. Apply the anti-transpirant in November and possibly again in February. Read the label
carefully, as some conifers react differently to the spray.

Prune dead, broken, and weak branches off trees. Reminder, any trees located in the right-of-way, often indicated as the
landscape area between the curb and sidewalk, are the maintenance responsibility of the abutting property owner. Prune
trees and shrubs to clear the surface of sidewalks by a height of 8 feet, and the surface of the street and alley by a height of
13 feet. Dead trees and dead branches decay at varying rates but should be removed as soon as possible to prevent injury or
damage when they fail, especially during high winds or heavy snow.

If you have any tree-related questions or concerns, please contact City Arborist Randy Overstreet at 307-721-5338 or by
e-mail at roverstreet@cityoflaramie.org

2018 M osquito C ontrol Program Review
The Mosquito Control Program saw another busy summer. Although Laramie didn’t experience any river flooding, spring snowpack was
still high enough to allow for normal flood irrigation in the Laramie Valley. These conditions created an abundant habitat for flood water
mosquito species. Mid-summer thunderstorms helped maintain other water sources suitable for non-flood water mosquitoes, including
the Culex tarsalis (the West Nile Virus vector mosquito).
Larval control crews set out on ATV’s or by foot to treat 756 acres with an environmentally friendly bacterium
known as Bti. Bti is bacteria that specifically targets mosquito and black fly larva and is nontoxic to mammals,
amphibians, and fish. In addition, three aerial larval applications were performed. The first two applications
targeted early season flood water mosquitoes in areas adjacent to the city. The third aerial granular Bti application
took place later in the season to penetrate dense tall hay meadows. Total aerial larval application acres for 2018
was 9,260.

2018 adult mosquito surveillance focused on monitoring adult mosquito populations to ensure effective chemical
applications and early detection of local arboviral activity. New Jersey style mosquito traps and New Standard
Miniature Light Traps were set out and collected by staff for speciating, and all Culex tarsalis were tested weekly
for West Nile Virus (WNV). Currently, the C. tarsalis is the only known WNV vector that has been found in Laramie. 93 tests were
conducted between May 31st and August 30th with no WNV detected.

Adult mosquito control for 2018 included the initiation of residential fogging on June 1st; after adult mosquito
trap thresholds were reached. Adult mosquito fogging is divided into 4 zones: north, south, Aquifer Protection
Area (APA), and west. Nighttime fogging crews worked throughout June and July (weather permitting) to fog
each zone once a week in conjunction with parks, recreation areas, and greenbelt pathways. By early August,
adult mosquito numbers dropped below threshold numbers in interior sections of town. Nighttime crews
then switched to perimeter fogging to target mosquitoes migrating into town from rural areas, where adult
trap count numbers were higher. Additionally, an aerial application was done to treat rural floodwater areas
adjacent to town. This application treated 15,360 acres and did not occur within city limits.
For additional information, please contact City of Laramie Mosquito Control at 307.721.5258.

Laramie City
Council
Listed below are some safety tips from the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
and the Laramie Fire Department Fire Marshal.

College Students

College students living away from home should take a few minutes to make sure they are
living in a fire-safe environment.
99 When considering a dorm or off-campus housing, look for fully sprinklered housing.
99 Make sure you can hear the building alarm system when you are in your dorm room.
99 Make sure smoke alarms are installed in each sleeping room, dormitory suite living
areas, outside each sleeping area, and on each level of the apartment unit or house.
For the best protection, all smoke alarms in the apartment, house, or dormitory
suite should be interconnected so that when one sounds, they all sound. If the
landlord doesn’t provide detectors (off-campus housing), feel free to purchase your
own. It's an inexpensive way to have peace of mind, and you can take it with you
when you move.
99 Conduct regular smoke detector tests.
99 NEVER remove batteries from the smoke detector or disable the alarm.
99 Learn your building evacuation plan and practice drills as if they were the real thing.
99 If you live off campus, have a fire escape plan with multiple escape routes.
99 Stay in the kitchen when cooking and don’t cook when sleepy.
99 Check with your local fire department for any restrictions before using a BBQ grill,
fire pit, or chiminea.
99 Check your school’s rules before using electrical appliances in your dorm room or
suite.
FACTS:

Fires in dormitories are more common during the evening hours, 		
between 5:00-11:00 p.m. and on weekends.

Roughly six out of seven fires in dormitories are started by cooking.

10 Tips to Get Ahead of the Winter Freeze
It’s not too early to begin preparing for the heating season.

77 Have your furnace inspected and serviced by a qualified professional at least once
a year.
77 Be sure chimneys and vents are cleaned and inspected annually by a qualified
professional—checking for creosote build-up. Not cleaning your chimney is the
leading cause of chimney fires from built up creosote.
77 Only use dry, seasoned wood in your fireplace or wood stove.
77 Check the condition of your fireplace door or screen and secure its position in front
of the fireplace. Use a fireplace screen that is metal or a door with heat-tempered
glass.
77 Have a lidded metal ash container on-site to dispose of cooled ashes. Keep the
container at least 10 feet away from the home and any nearby buildings. Never set
an ash container on anything combustible, such as wood or carpet.
77 Teach children to stay at least 3 feet away from the fireplace, wood/pellet stove, oil
stove, or other space heaters.
77 Use portable heaters with automatic shut-off and anti-tip safety features.
77 Portable space heaters should be directly plugged into an outlet and NOT an
extension cord. Keep portable space heaters at least 3 feet away from anything that
can burn, such as bedding, paper, walls, and even people.
77 Test smoke detectors and carbon monoxide alarms monthly to make sure they are
working. Carbon monoxide alarms should be located outside each sleeping area
and on every level of the home.
If you have any questions, feel free to call Laramie's Fire Prevention/Life Safety Division
at fireprevention@cityoflaramie.org or (307)721-5330.

REMINDER! N ational F ire P revention
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Ward 1
Charles McKinney | 742.0707
cmckinney@cityoflaramie.org
Phoebe Stoner | 330.231.8963
pstoner@cityoflaramie.org
Andrea Summerville, Mayor/
President of Council
399.0963
asummerville@cityoflaramie.org
Ward 2
Dave Paulekas | 742.7687
dpaulekas@cityoflaramie.org
Jayne Pearce, Vice-Mayor
314.2334
jpearce@cityoflaramie.org
Joe Shumway | 742.9951
jshumway@cityoflaramie.org
Ward 3
Klaus Hanson | 745.4982
khanson@cityoflaramie.org
Bryan Shuster | 745.8828
bshuster@cityoflaramie.org
Pat Gabriel | 399.2120
pgabriel@cityoflaramie.org

C ontacts
Emergency........................................ 911
Dispatch–non-emergency........ 721.2526
INFORMATION..................... 721.5200
Animal Control....................... 721.5385
Accounting.............................. 721.5224
City Clerk............................... 721.5220
City Manager's Office.............. 721.5226
City Attorney.......................... 721.5321
Code Administration............... 721.5274
Engineering............................. 721.5250
Greenhill Cemetery................. 721.5267
Fire Administration................. 721.5332
Human Resources.................... 721.5247
Municipal Court..................... 721.5205
Parks and Recreation............... 721.5269
Planning................................. 721.5207
Police Administration.............. 721.3547
Solid Waste.............................. 721.5279
Streets..................................... 721.5277
Utility Billing.......................... 721.5222
Water and Sewer...................... 721.5280
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