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GUIDELINES FOR OPEN BURNING AND RECREATIONAL FIRES
Warmer weather has finally come to Laramie and summer
grilling and recreational fire events are not too far behind.
Included in this article is a list of guidelines for community
members to follow when hosting BBQ’s and recreational fire
gatherings. However, fire bans implemented by the Albany
County Fire District #1 take precedence over any information
contained in this article. NOTE: The information in these
guidelines can also be found in the 2015 International Fire Code
Section 105-Permits and Chapter 2-Definitions, as well as on
the City's website.
Permits are required within the city limits for
“open burning” and some “recreational fires.”
The exception for recreational fires would
be those small fires contained within an
approved fire pit or chimenea. Open burning
permits are not routinely granted, and justifiable
cause must be demonstrated before any such permit
will be approved. Contact the Laramie Fire Department at
721-5332 or dispatch at 721-2526 to notify them prior to any
opening burning or recreational fires. In addition to requiring
a permit, you may need to contact other governmental agencies
which regulate environmental emissions (e.g. DEQ, EPA, etc.)
to obtain their approval(s).
Open Burning cannot occur within 50 feet of a structure
(including wooden fences) or other combustible materials, such
as trees and shrubs. Be sure to keep the distance of any overhead
power lines in mind when determining the location of your open
burn. Additionally, remove all combustible materials within 50
feet of the fire pit, including any vegetation, such as dry grass,
tumbleweeds, etc. Open burning of garbage containing paper
products is prohibited. Be sure weather conditions and time
of day are taken into consideration when planning any such
burnings and that they comply with the limits set within your
issued permit.
There are only two exceptions to clearance distance from
structures and other combustible materials:

(shovels, sand, etc.) When using a garden hose, be sure it is
directly connected to a working water supply. All burning sites,
both opening burning and recreational, should never be left
unattended. An attendant, who is knowledgeable in the use of
the required fire extinguishing equipment and familiar with the
permit limitations, shall supervise the ignition and burning of
the materials until the fire is fully extinguished.
If it is determined by the fire chief (or their designee) that
smoke emitting from the burn is offensive to occupants of
surrounding properties, or constitutes a hazardous condition,
they may require the burning be discontinued.
Recreational Fires cannot occur within 25 feet of a structure
(including wooden fences) or other combustible materials,
unless it is contained within an approved pit. Be sure to remove
all combustible materials within 25 feet of the fire location,
including any vegetation, such as dry grass, tumbleweeds, etc.
As with open burnings, recreational fires should also have fire
extinguishing equipment readily available, including buckets,
shovels, garden hoses connected to a working water source,
or a fire extinguisher with a minimum 4-A rating. Remember,
recreational fires should never be left unattended—there
should always be a person tending to the fire until it is fully
extinguished. The attendant should also be knowledgeable in
the use of the afore mentioned fire extinguishing equipment.
Recreational fires should not be planned for times when wind
speeds exceed twenty (20) mph. A passing storm front can
cause gusting wind. If it is determined by the fire chief (or
their designee) that smoke emitting from the recreational fire
receives nuisance complaints about the smoke, or constitutes
a hazardous condition, they may require the burning be
discontinued.
For further information on open burning and recreational fires
or to obtain a permit, contact the Laramie Fire Department
Life Safety & Fire Prevention office at 307-721-5330.

1) When burning is done using an approved appliance, the
clearance should be not less than 15 feet. Approved appliances
are smaller than a regular fire pit, such as a chimenea.

Definitions:

2) When the burn pile size is 3 feet or less in diameter and 2
feet or less in flame height, the clearance should be no less
than 25 feet.

Open Burning is defined as the burning of materials wherein products of combustion
are emitted directly into the ambient air WITHOUT passing through a stack or
chimney from an enclosed chamber.

Open burning sites should have approved
fire extinguishing equipment readily
available, such as a garden hose, approved
fire extinguishers, and fire fighting tools

Recreational Fire is defined as an outdoor fire burning materials other than
rubbish where fuel being burned is not contained in an incinerator, outdoor
fireplace, portable outdoor fireplace, barbecue grill, or barbecue pit and has a total
fuel area of 3 feet or less in diameter and 2 feet or less in flame height for pleasure,
religious, ceremonial, cooking, warmth or similar purposes.

ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED LANDFILL QUESTIONS:
The Solid Waste Division administers several programs to assist residents with their waste disposal and recycling needs. Below is a
list of some of those programs to help answer any questions you may have.
COMPOST: Class A, exceptional quality compost is available for just $1.00/80 pounds, or $25.00/ton year-round,
Monday-Saturday. There is no minimum purchase required. www.cityoflaramie.org/compost
GREEN WASTE: Green waste drop-off is always free. The only exception is for items over 18” in diameter and/or
longer than 8’, which may be assessed a handling charge of $15.00/ton.
SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING: Single stream means no sorting required. Acceptable paper, cardboard, cans, and
plastic may be mixed together. For more information, go to: www.cityoflaramie.org/recycling. Recycling can be brought in for a fee
of $5.00 or more.
METAL: Bring your scrap metal to the Landfill for FREE! This includes bikes, pipes, and metal appliances (washing machines
and stoves). Refrigerators, freezers, and air conditioners are assessed a $30.00 fee to extract the Freon before being crushed and
hauled to a recycling facility.
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE: Household hazardous waste is accepted at the landfill BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
A 24-hour notice is required for scheduling an appointment to ensure staff are available to assist you. Please call (307) 721-5279 for
additional information or to schedule your appointment.
Disposal is free for: antifreeze, oil-based paints, pesticides, herbicides, solvents, fuels, flammables, toxins, and poisons.
•Latex paint can be thrown in your trash, if it's dried out first. Add kitty litter or soil and let it sit with the lid off for one to two
days, then toss it your trash can with the lid off.
•Motor oil is NOT accepted at the Landfill. Motor oil can be taken to the City Streets Shop or participating auto parts retailers.
•Frying/cooking oil is not accepted. Green barrels for these oils are located behind the Moose Lodge at 409 S. 3rd Street.
•Lead acid batteries are accepted free of charge.
ELECTRONIC WASTE: Residents may recycle electronic items at the Landfill free of charge Monday through Saturday, from
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The following items are accepted for electronic recycling:
Flat panel TV’s, computers and flat panel monitors, printers and scanners, keyboards and mice, cell phones,
game consoles, personal electronic devices (MP3, PDA, tablets, etc.), audio/visual equipment (DVD players,
VCR’s, etc.). NOTE: Old CRT type televisions and monitors are no longer recyclable and are considered trash.
If you have any other questions, please don’t hesitate to call the Solid Waste Division at 307-721-5279 or
visit our webpage at: www.cityoflaramie.org/solidwaste

(Voice Calls to 9-1-1 Are Still the Best and Fastest Way to Contact 9-1-1)
When people in the City of Laramie and Albany County have
an emergency they call 9-1-1. In some circumstances, making a
voice call to 9-1-1 may not be prudent or possible. That’s when
recent upgrades to the Laramie Police Department’s Laramie &
Albany-County Records and Communications (LARC) Division
9-1-1 phone system can be helpful.
LARC announced it plans to begin accepting Text-2-911 service
for users inside Albany County by the end of August. Wireless
customers can now send a text (up to 140 characters) to 9-1-1 in
an emergency, if their service provider is equipped to deliver the
messages. Text-to-9-1-1 should only be used in an emergency and
when placing a voice call is not possible, such as when the caller
is deaf, hard-of-hearing, speech impaired, or when speaking out
loud would jeopardize the caller’s safety.
If there is an emergency and you need to text instead of making
a phone call, remember these steps:
• If driving, pull over in a safe area to send a text.
Don’t text and drive.
• In the first text message, send the location and
type of emergency.
• Text in simple words—send a short text message
without abbreviations or slang.
• Be prepared to answer questions and follow instructions
from the 9-1-1 call taker.

• Don’t abuse 9-1-1 . . . Text-to-9-1-1 service is ONLY for
emergencies.
• It is a crime to text or call 9-1-1 with a false report.
• A text or data plan is required to place a Text-to-9-1-1.
• As with all texts, messages to 9-1-1 may take longer to
receive, get out of order, or cannot be received at all.
• If you do not receive a text response from 9-1-1, try to
contact 9-1-1 another way.
• Photos and videos can only be sent by a narrow list of
service providers.
• Text-to-9-1-1 cannot include more than 1 person—do not
send your emergency text to anyone other than 9-1-1.
• Voice calls to 9-1-1 are still the fastest and best way to
contact 9-1-1.
• Remember, Text-to-9-1-1 service is not available everywhere
in Wyoming and the United States.
If you have questions about how the Text-to-9-1-1 service
operates, contact your service provider or the Laramie
Police Department PSAP Administrator Steve Morgan at
307-721-5376.

Community Forestry News
Laramie’s 2018 Community Service Day
Laramie’s 2018 Community Service Day is scheduled for Saturday, September 8th. In past
years, many trees have been planted along gateway roads leading into Laramie. This
year, rather than planning for a major planting project in one location, we will replace trees
throughout Laramie that were planted during previous entryway beautification efforts. Our
plan is to meet in one central location, determine work groups with available volunteers, and
then travel to selected tree planting areas. For more information on the 2018 Community
Service Day, be sure to visit the City’s website at: cityoflaramie.org, as well as other media
outlets.

Community Service Day 2014 planting along
Greenhill Cemetery & 15th St.

Summer Tree Care Tips
Watering: Plan to provide your trees with more than one inch of water per week during the
growing season. Should rainfall occur during the week, supplement the trees water supply
through irrigation. When rain exceeds the weekly one-inch threshold, hold off applying
water until the following week. Use of a rain gauge (or other non-porous container) can help
determine the amount of rainfall received, as well as the amount of water delivered through
your irrigation methods. Trees planted in grassy areas generally absorb whatever water is
left after the thirsty grass takes its share. Deep root watering of trees is beneficial during the
entire growing season. A deep root watering tool helps to deliver water deeper into the soil
and can better reach the deep roots of a tree. Insert the deep root watering tool no more
than 12 to 18 inches into the soil. Holes left from the deep root watering tool can allow gas
exchange into the soil, which is important for root growth. Infiltration of water from regular
irrigation allows water to soak deeper into the soil through the deep root watering holes.
Mulching: Applying an organic mulch layer, preferably wood chips or bark chips, around
trees can help reduce the use of mowers and keep string trimmers from coming too close
to tree trunks. Mulch can also help moderate soil temperature, retain soil moisture in the
tree’s root zone, decrease soil compaction, reduce weed and grass growth, and provides
nutrients back into the soil as the wood chips slowly decompose. It’s recommended to
apply a 3-4” layer of mulch around the tree and in as great a diameter as possible—keep
the mulch from touching the trunk. Check with commercial tree maintenance companies
and the Landfill for wood chip mulch.
Monitor for insects and disease: The best insect and disease management practice is to
keep your trees healthy by providing plenty of water and to educate yourself on what insects
or tree diseases are active. Some insects tend to be more of a nuisance to people than a
threat to trees. However, there are some insects and diseases that may require intervention.
Contact Randy Overstreet City Arborist at roverstreet@cityoflaramie.org or 307-721-5338
with tree questions.

Deep Root
Watering Tool
(example only)

Laramie City
Council
At 7200’, Laramie’s outdoor pool season is short, but oh so sweet! We wait in eager
anticipation for the glorious days of summer, and the Parks & Recreation Department has
been busy preparing the outdoor pools for your recreational pleasure.
The Recreation Center is proud to be home to Laramie’s only public outdoor pool with a
water slide and water features to engage the smallest of our citizens. Every April, we begin
the process of preparing the pool by removing protective tarps and anti-freeze that has
been pumped into underground pipes to protect the lines from the freeze-thaw cycles of
our climate. Some past season prepping efforts have been interrupted by a snowstorm or
two, so we allow at least one month for these early preparations. Once the pool is clean,
it takes a couple of days to fill the pool with water—taking over 75,000 gallons to fill it
completely! After which, the water is treated to ensure a clean, safe pool for the summer
swim season.
Laramie is also fortunate to have two other FREE public outdoor pools. Washington
Park has a lifeguarded wading pool that is open seven days a week (providing the weather
is cooperative) from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. for the kiddos to splash around. Undine Park’s
Splash Pad was built to replace a wading pool in 2010, which was taken out of service due
to damage. The water in the Splash Pad is treated with the same systems used in the other
outdoor pools—it’s not just tap water!
Laramie’s Recreation Division works diligently to hire or train American Red Cross
certified lifeguards. It is not unusual for our staff to swell to 35+ during the summer
months, which is a lot of lifeguards! The City also offers classes for anyone interested
becoming certified and potentially joining our staff. Once we’ve hired our staff, a training
session is conducted the day before outdoor pools open to ensure everyone has been
trained on the specifics of the outdoor pool environment, which has a slightly distinct set
of features and safety requirements.
Swim lesson are quite popular during the summer. Last year
there were over 300 participants during the two summer
sessions. Due to its popular demand, we've decided to
include a third session and add more classes to meet
the needs of our community. This year, lessons will be
offered in the morning and evening, with three two-week
sessions: June 18th–28th, July 9th–19th, and July 23rd–August 2nd. Providing
swimming basics is one of the best ways to prepare children for water safety. All instructors
are American Red Cross certified and provide swim lessons in a fun and safe environment.
Safety information, swimming education, and an opportunity for social interaction are all
a part these valuable lessons. Living in a land-locked state like Wyoming, it’s not always
obvious that water safety should be a priority. However, each year families recreate around
lakes, rivers, and pools, making it important to ensure children are made aware of such
dangers and are taught skills that could potentially save their lives!
During the summer months, the City also hosts some fun outdoor pool events for children
and families. Family Float Night is back on July 20th from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., and this year’s
Movie Night will be held on July 21st, featuring the movie Coco with free drinks and
popcorn for attendees. Both events are free with your membership or day pass. We’ve also
scheduled events for our four-legged friends to celebrate the final days summer with “Dog
Day in the Pool” on September 2nd at the Recreation Center’s Outdoor Leisure Pool, as
well as “Cool Your Paws” on August 26th at Washington Park.
So, be sure to get out and enjoy every minute of summer while you can with us. If the sun
is shining, you’re sure to find folks enjoying a short, but glorious outdoor pool season. See
you soon!

Ward 1
Charles McKinney | 742.0707
cmckinney@cityoflaramie.org
Phoebe Stoner | 330.231.8963
pstoner@cityoflaramie.org
Andrea Summerville, Mayor/
President of Council
399.0963
asummerville@cityoflaramie.org
Ward 2
Dave Paulekas | 742.7687
dpaulekas@cityoflaramie.org
Jayne Pearce, Vice-Mayor
314.2334
jpearce@cityoflaramie.org
Joe Shumway | 742.9951
jshumway@cityoflaramie.org
Ward 3
Klaus Hanson | 745.4982
khanson@cityoflaramie.org
Bryan Shuster | 745.8828
bshuster@cityoflaramie.org
Pat Gabriel | 399.2120
pgabriel@cityoflaramie.org

C ontacts
Emergency........................................ 911
Dispatch–non-emergency........ 721.2526
INFORMATION..................... 721.5200
Animal Control....................... 721.5385
Accounting.............................. 721.5224
City Clerk............................... 721.5220
City Manager's Office.............. 721.5226
City Attorney.......................... 721.5321
Code Administration............... 721.5274
Engineering............................. 721.5250
Greenhill Cemetery................. 721.5267
Fire Administration................. 721.5332
Human Resources.................... 721.5247
Municipal Court..................... 721.5205
Parks and Recreation............... 721.5269
Planning................................. 721.5207
Police Administration.............. 721.3547
Solid Waste.............................. 721.5279
Streets..................................... 721.5277
Utility Billing.......................... 721.5222
Water and Sewer...................... 721.5280
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