CITY OF LARAMIE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING January 19, 2021

=~ Agenda Item: Original Ordinance, Second Reading
p A—

(<7777 ™A\ | Title: Original Ordinance No. 2017, Creating Section 15.24.15 of Laramie Municipal
vz weo) | Code regarding General Contracting Licenses. Second Reading. (Introduced by Gabriel)

LARAMIE

Recommended Council MOTION:

[ move that Laramie City Council approve Original Ordinance No. 2017, creating section 15.24.015 of
Laramie Municipal Code establishing General Contractor Licensing within the City of Laramie on second
reading.

Administrative or Policy Goal: General Contractor licensing

To establish an effective, efficient and fair General Contractor Licensing program within the City of Laramie.

Background:

Proposed Ordinance 2017, creating section 15.24.015 of Laramie Municipal Code establishing general
contractor licensing is intended to provide for effective, efficient and fair general contracting licensing
practices. The licensing process for both the contractor and the qualified supervisor of record mirrors the
existing licensing process of the trade contractors. The general contracting licensing process, if approved,
would flow into existing licensing processes. The estimated budget impact for licensing general
contractors is estimated to be under $600.00 annually based on estimated supplies.

The proposed general contractor licensing process does not change the requirements related to building
permits. Building permits are required for both structural and non-structural work. The requirements for
permitting is set forth in both the International Building Code and International Residential Code, Section
105, 105.1 Required: “Any owner or owner’s authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter,
repair, move, demolish or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter,
repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the installation of
which is regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be performed, shall first make application to
the building official and obtain the required permit.” Submitting building permit applications for permitted
work is required by International Building Code and International Residential Code. Every three (3) years
the State of Wyoming adopts the revised International Code Series, historically the Laramie City Council
follows the State of Wyoming and adopts the revised International Code Series as part of the Laramie
Municipal Code, Chapter 15.

Proposed Ordinance 2017, creating section 15.24.015 license, if approved, would establish the licensing of
general contractors. The proposed general contractor licensing process consists of four (4) levels of
general contractor licenses with corresponding qualified supervisor of record licensing. The qualified
supervisor of record would be required to prove a certain number of years of experience and the successful
completion of an approved test at the level the general contractor license is being applied for. The levels of
general contractor licenses and the testing of the qualified supervisor of record is similar to requirements
in Cheyenne, Casper, Gillette, Sheridan, Fort Collins and Larimer County and corresponds with the
International Code Council. Examples of other requirements from other jurisdictions listed, not required
in this ordinance are, proof of three (3) successful completed projects, demonstration of a lawful presence
in the United States, licenser history, affidavits of employment history, an additional breakdown of general
contractor licenses (new building, addition, structural alteration, non-structural, interior finish), separate
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framing licensing for standard wood frame, heavy timber, masonry, steel and concrete and the licensing of
specialized trades such as awnings.

In researching general contracting licensing of other jurisdictions several required items were consistent.
1. A general contractor application with the entity (business) information. 2. A qualified supervisor of
record or master of record with the successful completion of the International Code exam the class
matching to the class level the general contractor application indicated. 3. Verification of experience, years
of experience of the qualified supervisor of record or master of record. 4. Provision of liability insurance.
5. Provision of State of Wyoming Workers Compensation Certificate of Good Standing.

Proposed Ordinance 2017, creating section 15.24.015 of Laramie Municipal Code establishing General
Contractor Licensing demonstrates a consorted effort to provide basic requirements, fairness and
consistency in the licensing process for general contractors. These are the licensing requirements and
processes that our current trade contractors adhere to, to be licensed and renew their license with the City
of Laramie.

Proposed Amendments:

1) “General Contractor” means any person or entity who, for compensation, contracts or represents to
be in charge of, lead or manage any construction project by managing, directing, performing or
employing individuals, including by contracting with, arranging for or supervising independent
contractors or other persons not directly employed by that person or entity.

Items brought forward at the December 8, 2020 work session include:

Who provides verifications of experience -
This is a barrier entry for anyone starting out -
Education as a substitute for experience -
Development of a provisional license -

Year of experience required are too high -
Development of an apprentice program -
Multi-lingual issues -

Difference between Class A and Class B -

PN WD

Staff will provide a response to the above listed items. At the time of submittal no proposed amendments
where submitted to the Code Administration Office.

Legal /Statutory Authority:

Proposed Ordinance adding Section 15.24.015 to Laramie Municipal Code establishing General Contractor
Licensing within the City of Laramie.

BUDGET /FISCAL INFORMATION:

REVENUE
Source Amount Type
Fees/Charges for Service $53,050.00|NEW (Projected annual renewal fees $19,550.00)

Grants for Projects

Loans on Project

Other

Total $53,050.00
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Responsible Staff:

Clarice Hoff, Code Administration
Supervisor, .
721-5271

Todd Feezer, Assistant City Manager,
721-5304

Attachments:

Proposed Ordinance No. 2017

Future dates are subject to change

Work Session

December 8, 2020

Advertised October 23,2020
Public Hearing (PH) Held November 4, 2020
PH Advertised Click here to enter a date.

Introduction/1st Reading

October 20,2020

2nd Reading

January 19,2021

3rd Reading

November 17,2020

Click here to enter a date.
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